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should be sought primarily, for medical readers. must
be very few who are 'not already convinced of the
justness of this.,'cause.

Three, doubts, he says, are often. suggested con-
cerning the value of animal experimentation. The
first relates to whether or no biological research real-
ly contributes -to the success. of medical art.. The
second concerns the question of justification for ani-
mal experimentation when it is not known that the
results, although they may be. scientifically sound, can
have any effect whatever on the human being. The
third doubt would question the justificatiQn of ex-
periments which. might interfere with the comfort,
joy or life of animals. These are the queries which
the intelligent layman, who has, made some attempt
to solve the problem for himself, is prone to ask.
With rare logic, splendid illustrations and statistics
so aptly chosen that they are startling even to him
who follows medical literature carefully, the writer
bowls over these quandaries one after another.
At the present time the best arguments of physi-

cians in favor of the importance of their work are
given to other practitioners to assimilate. There is
no. reason why the medical profession should be fed
so constantly on predigested food. The great body
of the. general public, of which the profession is but
a small part, are seeking eagerly such information.
The people are deeply interested in medical, research
and its many conquests and are especially concerne-d
with preventive medicine and its pTrsent applica-
tions. A recent article on hookworm disease in a
popular magazine has set the world thinking. It. is
safe to say that the average Californian knows more
about pellagra than he does of the prevalence of ma-
laria in his own state. The whole superstructure of
preventive medicine depends upon the education of
the individual. Is it too much to say that the rights
and privileges of animal experimentation rest upon
the same basis? -_

It' is not any longer necessary to emphasize be-
fore the' medical profession of this state the special

position of. responsibility to the
TROPICAL nation that California occupies in
MEDICINE. the matter of tropical 'medicine.

The importance of the subject de-
mands a recognition'on the part of the whole pro-
fession o'f the Pacific Coast 'of the, various so-called
tropical diseases which are now present in, or may
at iny time invade our territory. 'With this. fact
in mind, .we have asked Dr. 'Creighton Wellman,
whose eminent qualifications an researches along
these lines are' well known, to prepare from time -to
time a critical summary of advances in knowledge
in this direction. as well 'as other 'matter relating to
the incidence,"' etc., of tropical disease in this part
of the 'country. 'Our idea is to make use of ''the
JOURNAL as a clearing-house for subjects of initer-
es't in this field.

A' cordial invitation is' extended. to 'allrmedical
men to co-opesrate in making this department useful.
Communications, abstracts reviews, notes;. com-
ments, news iteOms. etc. bearing on the general proD-
lem of tropkcal medicine may be directed to the
Editor,' Dr. Jones, or to Dr. Wellman in his care.

With the pbjieqrqf.gaining,pn Jd4q of-the amount
of tropical disease in the city of Oakland, the writer

has eNamirBed a number
TROPICAL DISkASl! of patients 'in' its hospi-
IN OAKLAND. tals, clinics and' -dispen-

' saries, with 'the result
that tertian, 'quartan and aestivo-autumnal malaria,
leprosy, ,amoebic dysentery and, liver abscess, bu-
bonic plague, filariasis, flagellate diarrhoea and vari-
ous intestinal parasites-including flukes, (Opisthor-
chis), tape worms (Dibothriocephalus, Taenia, Hy-
menolepis), and round worms (Ascaris, Oxyuris,
Necator, Trichocephalus, Strongyloides)-have all
been seen. It is proposed to publish a' fuller com-
munication on 'this subject when the list is com-
plete, but' th'e existence 'of these and probably other
tropical dis'e`ases is here recorded as being of inter-
est and 'illustrative of the 'dangers of infection to
which the inhabitants' of. the bay cities are con-
stantly exposed..

The reports of thousand's of deaths fr6m the epi-
demic of Asiatic' cholera' no?w raging in European

Russia 'furnish an instance of a
CHOLERA IN "tropical". disease invading' a
RUSSIA.' temperate and arctic. region.

The situation begins, to. recall
the great European epidemics of. the last, century,
notably those of I829, I 847 and I 869, all of which
mulcted Russia severely. The older' members. of
the profession swill. remember. some of the epidemics
which visited' the United States in i832, 1i848-53,
i.866 and I873.- We may congratulate ourselves
that we have districts where. cholera would prob-
ably be unable .to propagate -itself eveti if intro-
duced, but we shoul.d *not forget that we possess
others where the conditions 'make quite' possible
such a- calamity. -The moral of the whole situation
is that not. only Russia but every other' temperate
country also needs .to be constantly on' guard' against
the importation of 'tropical diseases and watchful of
any already 'intTroduced..-

Pellagra in 'the United States is a curious ilIis-
tration of a 'disease long unrecognized but found

to- be common when once the gen-
PfELLAGRA. eral profession learned to diag-

.nose it.- The affeqction seems. to
be. widespread, having been reported pretty much
throughout the south,, 'frprn New, England and
fr.om ,thXe.. ,middke.. wwest, It shoul4.' bee,'.carefully
looked f. n the cifi Coast, as. all. infprmation
regarding. its ge.pgr pica1 distribution-s,a.t this time
of'the greatest value as having a possible be ujng
on the QbC1re aetiology of, the, disease, A.s.'itlhas
be,n. repprted-. from. such diverse. regions, as, South
Africa, the, SouJan Egypt,. Turkey, It,ytly, Poland,
India, Axgentina, Brazil, Mexicp, .Nemw.aledonia,
the West Indies and the Unfted States, importation
of cases may always be expected in addition to those
which originate at home.'-"


